
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE  
ON RETIREE HEALTH CARE REFORMS 

 
Wednesday, October 17, 2007   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Meadows, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Coulouris, Spade, Johnson,  
Alma Smith, Valentine, Wenke, Knollenberg, Moss. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Calley. 
 
Representative Wenke made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of September 
27, 2007.  No objections being offered, the minutes were adopted by unanimous consent.  
 
Representative Alma Smith made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections 
being offered, absent members were excused.  
 
A presentation was provided the Committee by the Municipal Employees’ Retirement 
System (MERS) regarding MERS and Retiree Health Care Pooling Options.  Michael 
Moquin, Chief General Counsel, and Jennifer Mausolf, Insurance Specialist, reviewed the 
following topics:   a definition of MERS; MERS members; who operates MERS; MERS 
and Health Pooling; Legal Issues; Collective Bargaining and Employee Benefits; what 
are Fiduciary Fences; the Role of Trusts; a Municipality Example; the OPEB definition 
of Trust; Retiree Health Funding Vehicle regarding existing liability; the Health Care 
Savings Program;  Individual future medical expense reimbursement accounts; the legal 
structure for employee and retiree health insurance; drafting lessons in MERS health care 
programs;  conditions for pooled success; and concluding observations.  Questions were 
answered for Committee members. 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Meadows declared the 
meeting adjourned, the time being 12:12 p.m. 
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